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ber of cases to 8,99,0il.
With 16 deaths, the toll rose

to 11,928. This is apart from
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non-COVID-19 reasons.

As many as 1,807 persons
were discharged on Friday,
taking the total number of
recoveries to 8,68,471. Of
the remaining 18,593 active
patients, 253 were being
monitored in ICUs. While
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Bengaluru Urban report-
ed 659 cases, taking its taily
to 3,77,251. With six deaths

coming from Bengaliirn. the
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4,224. Active cases in Benga-
luru reduced to 13,225.

As many as 1,00,846 tests
were conducted in the last
24 hours, including 87,338
RT-PCR tests. With this, the
total tests rose to
1,21,64,587.



No celebrations at public

Qlaceéaﬁ December 31

BENGALURU

Celebrations that draw
crowds and revellers on main
roads and to public places,
especially at party hubs such
as Brigade Road, M.G. Road,
Commercial Street, and
surrounding areas on New
Year's Eve, will not be
allowed this year, Revenue
Minister R. Ashok said on
Friday. After participating in
the State's COVID-19 Task
Force meeting, the Minister
said this would be enforced
under the Disaster
Management Act.

BENGALURU » PAGE 3
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police commissioner and dis-

Ashoka said 2020 will be
Online betting on races
DEATHS

TILL9.45 PM, SOURCE: DHNS/PTI

banned, Page 15

29,845

» New year,Page 8
Thursday’s cases:. 29,398, Deaths: 414

0 3

Thursday’'s cases: 1,238, Deaths: 12

Revenue Minister R Asho-
ka and Health and Medical aster management officials.”

Education Minister Dr K Sud-

A

INDIACOVID

CASES ON FRIDAY
KARNATAKA

CASES ON FRIDAY

n o

Reiterating the govern-

hakar told reporters that the different “due to whatall ofus

decision was takendue (o the have undergone”,

possible second wave of Cov-

id-19.
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ith Covid cases declining, the
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samples when the
gan. So far, 29,599 Covid sam-
ples have been tested using the
CBNAAT method. There are
eight to nine government Cov-
id testing labs thathave GeneX-
pert machinesin the state.

Dr Ramesh Reddy, joint di-
rector, TB, Health department,
said: “Cartridges for GeneX-
pert machines are supplied by
the Government of India. We
cannot procure them locally.
Around 3,000 cartridges ar-
rived two months ago. Further
supply will not come. We can-
notdoanything. We areleft with

reulosis (TB) wing of the
nt has been

B’\TﬁAT cartridgesavaila-—
or Covid: festmgﬁand usethe
chr:ﬁ machinesfortesting

samp’ies aswasdone bpforei )

pandemlc be-

fun

3
NN

-l +ha A
- Lhﬁﬂ:}. 10 exnaust toem. Active

case findingisunderway for TB
and door-to-door survey will be
done.”

The Belagavi Institute of
Medical Sciences (BIMS) start-
ed CBNAAT testing on May 6
and has so far tested 286 Covid
sampleswith the technology.

Emergency situations

Dr Mahantesh Parande, HoD,
microbiology, BIMS, told
DH: “We use CBNAAT only in
emergency situations, because
we have a shortage of cartridg-
es. We last got 360 cartridges
fromthe Health Departmenton
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500 cartridges-to-test Covid Noveml
jamp s.”Now, the labs haveto  of using
use the rapid antigen method —of emergency surgery, we can
7 and RTPCR machinesfortests. getthe Covid testresultin three
“We have received guide- hours,whileRT mtakEac ight
lines that we have IO use,; ru- hours f@racvcie
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the machinesforCovidtesting, onego. The GeneXpertsystem
we cannot do TB testing- Even is available in a one, two, four,
though Nimhans did not ask and 16-module configuration.
forthe cartridges, we gaveitto — Gadag Institute of Medical
ni—: Tin

SLiEuLe" {GTMS) started CB-
NAAT testing on April 24. Dr
Mahesh Baragundi from GIMS
said: “Wetested 193 Covid sam-
ples with CBNAAT and then
stopped, as despite repeated
requests, we were not supplied
cartridges.”

Dr Channamma Katti, from
the Vijayapura district hospital,
said: “Wehave tested 200 Covid
samples with CBNAAT so far.
We could not use more than
400 cartridges supplied more
than two months back, because
our GeneXpert machine was
taken away by the Health de-
partment for TB testing.”
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1,210 fresh Covid cases,
16 deaths reportedin state

BENGALURU, DHNS: Kar-
nataka reported 1,210 new
Covid-19 cases and 16 deaths,
taking the total number of
infectionsto 8,99,011 and the
toll to 11,928, on Friday.

The day also saw 1,807
patients getting discharged
after recovery. Cumulative-
ly, 8,68,471 discharges have
been reported in the state so
far. Out of the 18,593 active

cases, 253 are in the ICUs
across the state. Six of the
total deaths were from Ben-
galuru Urban district, which
accounted for 659 cases.

Chikkaballapur reported
o2 cases, Hassan 45, Mysuru
44 and Chitradurga 40. A to-
tal of overl,21,64,587 samples
have been tested so far, out of
which1,00,846 sampleswere
tested on Friday.
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1 law brimging with y
acencies like Benealurn Water S ann]v nnri memrnae

e
i, Bengaiuru Deveiopment Authority, Bengaiuru

trative stahilitv ag it will have nn]u

two mayors during the five-year

cac. l'l as agamst the D['ESEl'lt system
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The BBMP will controlof15local zones.

becomeeven Perhaﬁs:ﬁlégigéest pitfall of the
inore unman- radius of 1 km, thereby subsuming
3§E3ﬁié severai villages on the outskirtsand

inrroacing the

mhor nfwarde

from the present 198 t0 243. This move is totally illogical
das DDLVU." 15 b]j.l.l Und.DlE 0 p['UVlUC Dd.bl(. Id(..].LlTjES likewater
supply, underground drains and roads in the 110 villages
i‘hatweremergedmth the c1ty13 yearsago. / Atbest, thiswill
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withurbanisation. The expansionof thecity’sbordersalso

goesagainstthegrain of therecentlynotified rules permit-

tino inereace in floor area ratio (FAR) to enahle vartieal
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growth of the city. The government hacl committed itself
to the vertical growth of Bengaluru, anidea first mooted
overtwodecades ago,tomanage people’s mobility through
certain fixed corridors and reduce the overall vehicle
footprint, encourage use of public transport and lessen
the pressure on civic agencies to provide amenities in far-
flung areasbydrawing power and water lines from the city.

The BBMP, which is already struggling to fulfil its
basic responsibilities, will now become even more un-
manageable and is certain to collapse under its own
weightwith the inclusion of new areas. In the absence of
an all-encompassing legislation to administer the city, it
would have been better to split BBMP into smaller cor-
porations on the lines of Mumbai. The Bill also does not
address theissue of autonomy, as MLAs will continue to
have a stranglehold over the corporation. The new Bill is
a thoughtless exercise that threatens to do more harm
than good to the city.
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cess, the recyciabie waste is first

Aviracrtad Tha Dafiica Navivad

if the praposed Waste-to-Energy

the RDf could have been shred, ;

produce electricity. To converta

ty park, bioearth is to be used.

?ribunal (NGT) State Level Mani-

rected that no waste should head

2019. However, for want of alter-'

has continued. The Mittaganahalli
iangiil now peingused. s

to be completely filled soon.

monted a grand idea to convert
the Mandur dumpyards spread
over anareaof 135 acresintoa
goif course. However, this pro-
posal based on public private
partnership model did not find
any takers.

m |n exchange for defence land

dur. But the defence authorities
were not interested contending
that the land was mostly filled
with legacy garbage.

o3 S5

This leachate escape pond at the
Mandur landfill siteis filled to the
brim with rainwater and leachate.

The contaminated water percolates
into the groundwater.
DH PHOTO [ JANARDHANB X
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B
remains dangerously contaminate
Over a thousand truckload

the city had devastated the land, leaving
hundreds of villagers perennially

apocalyptic scenas
chmlged The unbearables nchi ugnne

Mountains of muck remain piied up,
camouflaged by a thick overgrowth,
shrubs and bushes. Thousands oftons of
garbage iayunderncathas a i icamsur-
veyed the area. Deceptively picturesque,

andur residents, this is their big
source of summer worry. “Every sum-
mer, fuelled by the methane ges that gets
released intotheair, dry grassandshrubs
catchfire. Thesmoke coversthevillages,
triggeringasthmaandother ailmentsin-
formsthelocal Panchayath Development
Officer, SVVenkaLamnga.n.

Water contaminativn i

ihie open wells
dugup during the dumping period. The
thick, black leachate gets mixed up with
rainwater. percolating into the ground-
water. “This contamination is evident
even at depths of 400-5001t in most of

=
w

(4]
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rom the uncieared mountains ol muc

of Mandur and sur-
rounding \1llages, water is piped all the
way from wells dug on the Hoskote lake
beds. But, as Mandur resident Byresh
M Jsays, this nctwork does not cover all
villages in the vicinity. Even inside the
‘main village, residents struggle to get a
connection without political influence.
InDevember 2014, when they had seen
the last of the garbage tr and the
dumpyards were shutdown, thevillagers
were given an assurance: That the entire
garbage would becleared within the next
three years. Six years have passed, and
the promise ofagoodlifeforthevillagers

i B

P
DH PHOTO,/ JANARDHAN B K

anly three hours of power dzily, farmers
struggled without even 3-phase supply.”

as now floated a ten-
der for bio-mining one of Mandur's two
dumpyards. An estimated 10lakh tennes
of legacy waste lies here, spread over an
area of 80 acres. The plan is te take up
the project ar a costof Rs 80 crore under
the Shubhra Bengaluru programme.
The Palike’s previcus attempts o kick
off the pr mlmd failed, and there is no

. TG
time will be any

different.

Residents have meanwhile learn: to
live with official apathy. Years ago. they
had been beckoned by the promise of
24{7 power. converting waste Into energy.

to change all that if we let in the city's
garbage, which wastobe segregated and
converted to energy. Farmers were also
assured free manure from the residue.”
Dut scon they realised they vere to ke
taken for a royal ride.

Waste-to-energy plant

The Palike had struck a deal with Srini-
vas Gayaihri Resource Recovery Pvi Lid
0 process 1,000 tonnes of zarhage daily
to generate § Megawatts of pawer. “The
contractor builta compound around the
35acres allotted for the plant. People did
not know what was going until they re-

straightrothe landfills” The energy plant
remained on paper but

garbage
generated in Bengaluru was coming to
Mandur. The garbage mafia, the plant
contractor, the elected representatives,
wereallinleague,”recalls Byresh.
Asthestench and pollution turned un-
bearable, sprinklers were engaged. “But
this too was a money-making exercise.”
The Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) is
now probing the entire energy plant fi-
asco. Although the Palike cancelled the
contract in 2014, the ACB stepped in to
investigate how the land wasmortgaged
allegedly by the contractor to sceure a
bank loaninexcess of Rs 50 crore.

= Bio-mining has been a much-
talked solution to tackle the

upin ManUurAspannftnepm-
th labl ste is first

Fuel (RDF) produced from the

solid waste islikely to be used

areas or sent to cement factories.
If the proposed Waste-to-Energy

the RDF could have been shred,
ﬂ'hed baled and FnaII burnt to

Ty park, biogarthis to be used.

Tribunal (NGT) State Level Mani-
toring Committze for Solid Waste

rected that no waste should head
to the landfills from November 1,

natives, the reliance on landfills
has continued. The Mittaganahalli
landfill, now beingused. is I kelv
to be complately filled soon.

= Whenit did not receive any

resnanca for multinle hio-mining

response for multiple bio-m

tenders, the BBMP had in 2016
mooted a grand idea to convert
the Mandur dumpyards spread
overanarea of 135 acresintoa
enlf course. However. this oro-
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Covid vaccine: Only 100
may get jab per day at site

Dedicated Hosp
To Take Care of
Adverse Effect

Chethan.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The govern-
ment has planned anextensi-
veCovid-19 vaccination cam-
paign, deployingfive person-
nel for each inoculation site
and keeping aside one room
for adverse-effect observa-

» Inoculation sites at state
schools & marriage halls, P5

tion after the shot is given.
Each Covld-19 vaccina-
tion site can vaccinate aro-
und 100 people in a day. Also,
the government is looking to
utilise community halls and
set up makeshift tents for
vaccination in the later sta-
ges, given that each site will
need to be larger than regu-
lar vaccination sites.
Theseare partof thedraft

DRAFT PROTOCOL

» Health ministry announces
draft SOP for upcoming
vaccination campaign

» Each camp can
vaccinate 100 a day;

not more than 13-14 per hour
» Incase of side effects, s/he
rushed to dedicated hospital
» States can setup
vaccination centres in schools,
community halls or tents

» Drinking water and toilet
facility should be available at
all vaccination centres

standard operating procedu-
re issued by ministry of he-
alth and family welfare and
shared with all states.

States are gearing up to
ramp up the vaccination in-
frastructure, identifying dedi-
cated hospitals for adverse
events following Immunisa-
tion and specific vaccinations
sites to meet requirements for
Covid-19 inoculation. Accor-

ding to the SOP, each vaccina-
tion site will have five vaccina-
tion officers, including a gu-
ard, and three rooms — one
each for waiting, vaccination
andobservation. TOI hasrevi-
ewed a presentation made by
the ministry at a meeting with
state Immunisation officers.

Each person who gets the
vaccine will be mandatorily
kept under observation for
30 minutes to check for ad-
verse effectand those develo-
ping severe after-effects will
be shifted to a dedicated ho-
spital identifled by the state.

Dr Rajani N, oneof the im-
mumnisation officers who at-
tended a two-day workshop on
vaccination organised by the
Centre, sald: “The decision to
have three rooms for vaccina-
tion is keeping in mind the ne-
ed forsocial distancing. While
the vaccination room will see
only one person enter at each
time, the waiting and observa-
tion room will have seating for
multiple people.”



THE TIMES OF INDIA

Current low positivity rate does not
mean 2nd wave won'’t hit: Sudhakar

Times News NeTwork

Bengaluru: The current low
positivity rate — that is posi-
tive cases per 100 tests — does
not mean an escape from a
second wave of Covid-19 in-
fections, state health minister
K Sudhakar sald. Karnata-
ka's dally positivity rate has
hovered around 1.2% for the
past few days.

At a Covid task force meet-
ing on Friday, experts dis-
cussed measires that need to
be put In place to tackle a
second wave which they be-
lieve could hit the state in
January and February.

Ten districts In the state
— Dakshina Kannada, Udupi,
Bengaluru Urban and Ben-
galuru Rural, Bidar, Belagavi,
Vijayapura, Haveri, Yadgir
and Ballari — which have
falled to reach testing targets,
came In for sharp scrutiny. A
video conference with au-
thorities from these districts
was held on Friday to assess
the pandemic sltuation.

To ensure people are
quickly tested and treated,
the state government is pro-
curing medical oxygen gen-
erators and other equipment
for 10 district hospltals and
30 taluk hospitals, the health
minister said. Besldes, Rs22.5
crore has been earmarked for
purchase of drugs required
to treat Covid patlents for the
next three months.

“In the wake of concerns
over a second wave, we nead
to adhere to testing targets.

mwmnmmmmmsbm;mmn
Kengeri sateliite bus stand in Bengalury on Friday

These 10 districts, though
with low positivity rate, have
not reached testing targets
that have been set, compared
to the other 20 districts,” Sud-
hakar said.

Vaccine roll-out

The state 18 preparing to ad-
minister a Covid-19 vaccine
to the masses and details of
vaccination centres, freezers,
transport facilities across the
stato are being uploaded on a
dedicated application and the
ICMR portal, said Sudhakar.
The state will also prepare an
army of one lakh vaccina-
tors, he sald.

As reported, the first ben-
eficiaries of a vaccine will be
the healthcare workers in
both government and private
sector, Covid warriors, and
those senlor citlzens with co-
morbidities. A 1ist of these
people has been prepared.

The Centre will procure vac-
cines for all states, Sudhakar
sald. “The decline in cases
does not mean that Covid has
gone away. We need to follow
precautions and all guide-
lines,” he said.

Responding to queries on
protests that are happening
across the city and Covid-
appropriate norms being
flouted, the minister said op-
position party leaders must
show responsibility given the
situation. “If Covld cases get
out of hand because of the
lack of Covid-appropriate be-
haviour during these pro-
tests, opposition party lead-
ers must take responsible. I
request them to take all pre-
cautions™ he sald

Deputy chlef minister Go-
vind Karajol has been ap-
pointed chairman of the
Covid-19 task force commit-
tee. In a meeting held under

Remdesivir cost
capped at 71,800

hile the government is
procuring remdesivir, the
antiviral drug used to treat
Covid-19, for Rs 1,800 per dose,
some private hospitals are
reportedly charging up to
Rs 5,000 per dose which
is unacceptable, health
minister K Sudhakar said.
“We have received complaints
that some private hospitals are
overcharging for administering
the drug. Action will be taken
against such hospitals under
Karnataka Private Medical
Establishments Act if further
complaints are recelved,”
said Sudhakar.

his chairmanship on Friday,
the task force also decided to
purchase rapid antigen test-
ing kits worth Rs 11.3 crore.
Incidentally, the state had
consciously decreased the
number of RAT tests over the
past couple of months and
had concentrated on RT-PCR
tests, the gold standard to de-
tect Covid-19 infection.

Of the 1,00,846 tests con-
ducted in 24 hours on Friday,
87,338 were RT-PCR and
13,508 were RAT tests. While
RAT tests have high false
negatives, RT-PCR has a high
accuracy, but takes a lot of
time to deliver results. The
government has mandated
that all RAT negatives have
to be tested for RT-PCR, to ad-
dress RAT shortcomings.




THE TIMES OF INDIA

State reports 1,210 cases, 16 deaths

Times Mews METwork

Bengaluru: Earnataka reported 1,210
new Covid-19 cases on Friday, of which 659
were from Bengaluru. The state's daily
positivity rate stood at 1.1 % and the daily
fatality rate was less than 1.3 %.

In the last 24 hours, the state conducted
1 1akh tests. Across the state, 1,807 Covid
recoveries were reported. Nine districts
reported less than 10 new cases.

Inall, 16 Covid fatalities were report-
ed in the state, of which siXx were from
Bengaluru, two each from Dakshina
Kannada and Tumakuru and one each
from Bengalurn Bural, Chitradurga Da-
vanagere, Dharwad, Vijayapura and

Ramanagara districts.

The deceased included three women.
Of the 16, the youngest was a 38-yvear-old
man from Dakshina KEannada who was
also suffering from cancer and died on
December 1. Among the dead is a 55-vear-
0ld man from Belagavi who was brought
dead to a hospital on November 25 and
tested positive for Covid later: Across the
state, 253 Covid patients are in ICUSs, in-
cluding 113 from Bengaluri.

Bengaluru Urban had the most num-
ber of active cases at 13, 225, followed by
Tumakuru at 458 and Mysuru at 356.
Nine districts reported less than 10 cas-
es, including Haveri (1) and Bidar and
Gadag (2 each).
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New Year’s celebration on MG Road and surrounding areas banned;

| Rajashekaras
(@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @ralMIRROR

t is official. There will be no

night curfews on the New

Year's eve. But there

wouldn't be celebrations
elther on the roads of Bengaluru
on the night of December 31.

A formal decision to ban New
Year celebrations on MG Road
and surrounding Brigade Road
and Church Street along with
other parts of the city was taken
after a covid core committee
meeting.

A few days back, a technical
advisory team set up by the
Health and Family Welfare
Department had suggested
imposing lockdown-like rules
between December 20 and sec-
ond week of January, expressing
fears of a second wave of the
pandemic. Revenue Minister R
Ashoka and Health Minister K
Sudhakar sald It was unwise to
celebrate New Year when thou-
sands of people have lost their
lives and livelihood.

No night curfew

Ashoka said there will be no
night curfew on New Year's eve
as hotels, pubs and clubs are
allowed to function with strict
covid guldelines. Only public
celebrations on roads are
banned, he sald. “Hotels, pubs
and clubs are allowed to take
only 50 per cent of thelr total
intake capacity.

Action will be taken agalnst
violators,” the Minister said,
adding that detalled guidelines

“ We have decided to have oxygen
generators in 10 district hospitals,
30 taluk hospitals. We have given
administrative approval to buy oxygen
generators... at an estimated cost of Rs
371.72 crore ~ Health Minister Sudhakar

New chairman appointed for covid core committee
C Sudhakar said Deputy Chief Minister Govind Karjol has been
appointed as the new chalrman of the committee. Earlier, B
Sriramulu, the then Health Minister, was appointed as the
chairman of the panel. Basavaraj Bommal Sriramulu's ap-
pointmant was not taken wall by Narayan, who by virtua of
being a Deputy CM, was expected to head the task force. He
stayed away from chairing any meetings after Yedlyurappa
made Sudhakar the covid in-charge minister.

The CM had aiso appointed Primary and Secondary Education
Minister S Suresh Kumar as an authorised spokesperson on
covid. Sudhakar was an automatic choice to head the panal
But the CM appears to have exercised some caution to avoid
further controversies and includad senlor-most Karjol as the
chairman.

will be Issued soon on other
restrictions,
Well-prepared: Sudhakar

According to Sudhakar, Rs 37.72
crore has been released to 10 dis-
trict hospitals and 30 taluk hos-

pitals to procure oxygen genera-
tors and other equipment. The
minister sald DCM Govind
Karjol has been appointed as the
chalrman of the task force com-
mittee and points have been dis-
cussed to contaln the spread of
the infection for the next three
months. Rs 11.32 crore has been
set aside for purchasing rapld
antigen kits and Rs 22.5 crore for
buying medicines for the next
20 days.

Sudhakar said action will be
Initiated under the Karnataka
Private Medical Establishments
(KPME) Act against hospitals for
overcharging Remdesivir.

The povernment price for this
Injection Is Rs 1,800, he said,
adding that there were com-
plaints against some private hos-
pitals overcharging the medi-
cine. The Health Minister also
held a covid review meeting
with officials of 10 districts,
including Bengaluru urban.
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The storm water drain in RR Nagar stinks, changes colour,

and causes itching. On Friday,

residents found out why when

a tanker bearing effluents was caught trying to dump waste
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Palike's tender for another 25
machines is causing a heartburn
among some manufacturers

TWEETS @imsmen_M|ARDH
hie Bruhat Bengahuru Mabanagara
Falike (REMF) has floated tendon
For the procurement of 25 self-pro-
pelied mechanical sweeping
machiines ot ar estienaivd cost of B

230 crore livcluding thelr operations amd
malnterance (O M) for o period of seven
vears, Mty masnifaciuren, howeves, way
that tee lender conditbons mre such thal they
wiill et atteact Dide asvd comnpsditive Bldding.

Marufacturemn wondetod winy the civic
by I8 resisting on sc-propelied machines
wiwen thene are a vanety of mad sweoping
soahutbons in the markedt inchading the chas:
sis-mountod machines thal can oover bkonge
diistarces with minimal manienanoe ool
Anothar bone of contention among the
mamufscturen i the hook Inaden, which,
they say, i not spuleesd for trck-moumted
wweepet machines.

Same have alsn gome to the extent of

Tender process for mechanical
sweeping machines a sore point

alleging the wnder conditon
are Mg only to lavour oo
or two mamutactherers, “Self-
progeliod wweeping machines
e ot meant for the oty
They are best used I indum-
triad it oF in amports when
the extent of dust and diebris
I ot as ersch: s IF's o pulilic
roadi, I the BEMP goes ahaad
with the tenders, a lot of pub-
lic meoney will be wanted on
maintaining thew compact
maachine, whose wpare pars
are costhy.” a mechanical
swepeping machine marmafac-
rurer, wivn i unbikely toqual-
1y i the temeder, s,

The sell-propelied
maschimes, he wad, reguires an
mbedi onal hook lnader b take
the waste from the machine
tov thee comtainer = The treck-
mamimied machines ame shie in
slore a lange volume of dust
and tranepodt IE to far-away
places without depending on
sidditional welikches,® hie said.

A5 per the niew tenden, the
BEMT will initially spend R
4268 crone for proouring 25
machines ard another Ea
FES Y cromne tomards (el
Esch machine iy expected to
wveep 40-kms of road every
day.

Whuat conn b ssotiond b theat
the HEMP already has the
enperionoe of procuring amd
unpserating st sclf- preopseiled
arwd truck-munented swespsorn
machines. Both these varimmts
were, however, provided by
New Dezlhi-based TPS
Imfrastrecture Lid, which has
the reputation of hetng black-
It by B Diebhl Wluemicigeal

Counctl kn 2016 for talling to
carry oufl mechanised yweeep-
ing of roads as per the con-
tract. Fhe [Delhi-
headagaarienred icm b ciar-
renitly estaldishing 50 mind
partage tranaler slations lmn
e Chty ail & coni ol By 246
T,

CHfictals sahd the deciulon
to procure self-propelled
machine was taken based on
he resaslution passed by the
BRMF coancil. “The oo pora-
o were ol happy with the

e of truck-rmoang-
ed mechanical sweepern
Hence, we chose self-pro-
pelled ermchines, ® [ Rarsdesp,
Special Commissioner at
BEMP's Solld Waste
tlmrage el division said.

I sovmee: P i ees Gl
Thal thwe pender coaditions
keep them sway, they can
b Lk conoEns in the pee
hid meeting. We can make
sultable changes o ensue
There ane addeguade competl-
tiome I ondy one blakler qual-
1P, W amary el g withy thee
tender. Even government
approval 1y required bofore
awarding the contract.”
Rarvdoen explalned

A recent Comptrobler and
Ancdttor Ceeneral (CAG) report
lisd Prmidiml almasvcn of & fech-
arhan b mondior e opers-
tien @l wight mechanical
wweoping machine that ihe
BEMP had prarchased foe Bs
27,73 eoisea b 2017,

Thee cepartmendt, the repuorn
atmerved, did not make oy
armangrinents o mondtor he
ussge of machines of high
vahet T ansdftoes oo that
the BEMF had paid Ry & lakh
indet M charges o the
(eertoa Buebweeens July, N0 7 and
September, 2017, The com-
marvy had sougi R 61 lakha
o 14 eoevths froes OwSoshey
M7,

Duiring the st coumcil
mesting, sme Corporaion
hisd simted that nome of the
mechianical Fesrper g cover-
ling e reagualmed #-kom stretch
daily. Experts aluo sy that
Ui wwmsepbang enacliineey do
il perform well on ity
[

“Im miess wiene sodl Tas
mote wsndy contend, the
machine sweeping i better
Crar praids have more silt ansd
clay content,” he said
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Dangling cable wires to
do a disappearing act?

Palike to submit a report to the State Human Rights Commission on Dec 23

At Jugrn nagiar, @ mesh of emdtiple cabs

| ¥ Manhnswars Rndidy
£~ V8 P L iy T P S L S
TWELTE @fiangalorall REOR

engalur’s how hadging powe:
wahle wimes have been 8 harard
far the citieens, with many
ryen wiffering wrimn mperes
Despite maarry commpilabrts, the
Brohat Bengalura Mahanagara Palike
{HEMP} mrthorities turned 8 bibod eyeand
a choal oo b poopdes plight. Thad (4, untsl
morwy. Followetng a cosmpilagnt by an activist,
the Kariidtaks State Humen Rights
Commission (ESHREC) has directed the
BEMP 1o fix the cablis within this month
Jagan Ksumar, & socisl sctivist from
Rarmamurthy Nagar, had bodped 8 com-
plaint on March B, 2009 with the
Karnataka State Human Rights
Commisskon (KSHREC) asking the BRMP
authorities to nemove the low hanging
caides that powr a danger to the pedestn
ans. ~| have come across peopls Insing
theeir Hives oo petting injured due w0 wch
low hangang cables. The plight of unawan
citinere made i compdatn to the KSR
1 am happy that the KSHRC suminoned
e BEMT! " s Jagan Kummaz
Following the complaint, the KSHRC
direcied RBEMP Com-missioner N
Mamjunatha Prassd, BAMPs Hend of the
Legal Celi Kmhav Deshpande, and the
Commissioner of Polioe Kymal Pant 1o

s wirms g closa ta the gronsd, @

BM story on Jaly 31, 2020

suilwmil an sclion-Lakefi fojeert odfi s
Iwsee wt L peny enny Dhegemibeer 23

“It appear that the REMP has naot
taken any effective begal wegs 1o prsvent
arsd prrnsrer e overhangiong ogetiaasl B
calies all over the city in viesdation of (e
sirict provisions of the Karnataks
Mumnicipal Conpocation Act 1976, the
EEHRC procesding stated

The KSHRC said that BEMT officen
have admitted that ibe overhanging
Cabdes were Indeed Cansng socidents dod
Induirkes 1 oadinary people and such -
derts are neporied 1o the police

“Thereonmn, i1 was suggisted and dis
cumme] Kt preops egal modioe shemald b
Bl bo all infiermet ancd calvle service pro-
Ve CoficefTied b heifeive and put thern
i cesler within & reasonable period of &
hosrtouig il tee o misiatl aned Cheseafter
Laki wip (Hee baaisi off pevmeowad of sch Ekegal
CEEAINg W BocorERRCe Wik s L

e mCthosn taden oy theese Lines may be
reporied T The LMmIEsson on e nect
dite ol hearing which s fixed on

P et alimpa b inacseaible

[ ]

| MAKE BENG

WIRELESS AG

U — | have come across

peocple losing their
lives or getting injured
due to such low hanging
cables. The plight of
unawars citizens made
me complain to the
KSHRC

Jmggen Kumar, Soon) Azivaet

December 23 at 3.30
pm,” the KSHRC pro-
CepdIfg alesd

Meanwhile, ¥R
Marathe o sisctal sctiv-
ist, said that he hed
alrady complained to
the Antl Cormeption
Burean (AR} agatmet
the Megal optical files
mbiles in the city,

“The MCB wirobe o lefler fo Une BRME,
Thie BEMPF sent 1t 4o the Technical
Vigllance Call ander Commisalomner
WO 1 ook o the matter, The TVOC
serdd the file back o the BRMP without
isking any action,” sabd Marathe

Vishnu Prasad of Bellandar
D opersent Forim bas also sl that ha
hias mpproached police and other suthork
Ties agnirest the Ulegmd caldes. im and around
Beelbamdur bt nothing has heen dona il
ahle
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BBMP felicitates
pourakarmikas

Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike on Friday honoured
Pourakarikas on the occassion
of the birth anniversary of IPD
Salappa, who authored a
report on the improvement of
living and working conditions
of pourakarmikas. BBMP
Commissioner N Manjunath
Prasad garlanded his idol at
the corporation head office
and also honoured the
pourakarmikas.

NOPUBLICGATHERINGS ONNEW YEAR’S EVE

CONFIRMED CASES

Pubs, bars, hotels to use only half seating capacity, says Sudhakar
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Susdhakar told the medin after &
hending a review mesting.
Pubs, bars and hotels must

Samplestested only use halfl of their seating

— capacity through New Year fes-

IB‘H! tivities, Revenue Minister R
Toln] ative Case s Ashok said,

—— These decisions were made
B,E-B,fﬂ inlightof the state possibly ex
periencing a second wave of

Total s v emies

Covid infections. Deputy Chief
Minkster Govind Karjol has
by ppainted chairman of the
Cowid Tosk e,

Surthodomr wlao said
fhat testing targets
and containment
measures were dis-
cusaed (o keep infec.
tions down during
the next three man tha
in 10 districts: Ben
galuru Urban, Ben-
gnduru Rural. Ballarl,
Yadgir, Dakshina
Knnnada, Belagavi,
Bidar, Haveri and
Dl

“The State i well-prepored
for a possible second wave of
ther prendemie. Ten district hos-
pitals and 30 taluk hospitals
hove been provided with Rs

&7 T2 more for procuring oxygen

penerators and other equip
ment. Bs 1132 crore has been set

nslde to purchiase Raphd Ant-.
gen Test kKits and Rs 225 crore
earmarked o purchase medi-
cine for the next #0 days,” Dr
Sulhabar said.

He also sabd that
the gover mmend had
received complaints
that private hospi-
tals were verchorg-
g for the anti-viral
drug remdesivir, for
which the govern-
ment charges Rs
1,800, He sabd action
will b takoe nagabnst
such hospitals un-
der the Karnataka Private
Medical Estublishments Act

Lacunae In uploading vac-
cine information on the ICMR
portal, will be addressed in a
day The government has iden.
tified 30,000 vaccination sites,
1.1 lnkh vaccinators and five
lakh beneficinries, he said
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A touching story: Visually 1mpalred now helpless

RANIANI MADHAVAN @Eengalute

WHILE Covid-19 has maode all
of us rethink the hasie huoman
actof touching, the lives of vis
ually impaired people - who
rely on their senss of towch o
be Independent - have been
made mone difficult as people
fear touching them to help,
Darshan K B, an employes i
a puhlic sector bank bn M ysuru,
sabd that visuslly impaimed peo-
ple like him cannot own vehi-
cles and hunve to rely on public
transport. "W de pend on buses
ol monw, with the need o madn-
tain physical distance, people
don't help us board the bus,
allght, erous the mad,., a8 they
used to before the pandemic.
When we go t0 offlce, there isno
o to gulde us to the desk and
we do not know If the desk &
cleaned. We nead to touch and
fioel (o survive,” Darshan eaid.
He said that IF a visually im:

paired person contracts Cov k.
thers would be no one to cure
for them during home isold-
tion, However, he considers
himsell lucky as he has the op-
thon to work from home, al-
though not all hanks hoee giv-
en done so,

Kumar Mavak, who recently
o pherted his postgradunte de
gree in polithcal sclence, says
that while online classes are
priferred. not all colleges are
necessible to visually impaired
people, "Some of ws have to take
the risk of attending physical
classes, Disability-Triendly
technology in smart phaones
mily hit the market one-and-a-
half years ago, but not every-
one 5 techesavvy enongh to be
able to use them for online

and submiiting assign-
ments. We need help to get
around, but this pandemic hasg
rutbend that out for ws,” he said.

Kumar's friend Diwalor B R,

Hmaleh worker pollarts 4 sample in
Hongstury on Fiday | ssesHomiEE R

in his sscond year of a post-
gradimie degree in journnlism
andd mass comm o ieation, said
that while technology amd apps
have made aducation aciess)-
ble to them, metwork connectiv-
ity is a problem, especinlly in
rens,

People with disabilities hove

been among the worst-affected

by this Bowkdlown and pamsdemie,
siid Prapesh Nagrl, honorary

director of Enable Indis, a Ben-
galuri-based NGO that works
towanls helping people with dis-
ahi it bes bsirm their Hvelihood

"Taring the lockdown, it was
difMieult for viswally bnpained

10 by medicines as they
nof step o withoat help,

nor were they able o order on-
line ns & sighted person can do.
We even received cills from pec
ple say ing they had no food. We
distributed gloves, medicines,
hand sprays In our network,”
Magr said, adding that for the
hearing impaired, communiest -
i Cowlid Dios aned Dion'ts was an
uphill task ns most do not know
sipn language

*Eventhose who are inowhesl-
chairs, wse eriiches or walkers,
resguire touch, feel and the sup-
port of others o move amund,
gt on and off (ransport and
more, which his been missing
due o Covid restrictions,” M-
gl mchded.
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PVT HOSPITALS OVERCHARGING FOR REMDESIVIR TO FACE ACTION: SUDHAKAR

‘Govt Well Prepared to
Deal with Second Wave’

Govt sets aside #11.32 cr for rapid antigen kits over next three months

Our Bureauv

Bengaluru: Karnataka s well pre-
pared to deal with a possible second
wave of the Covid-19 pandemic, he-
alth minister K Sudhakar satd on
Friday Ten disirict hospitals and 30
taluk hospitals have been given Rs
37.72crore for buying GXygen genera-
tors and other equipment, he said.

Chief minister BS Yediyurappahas
appointed his deputy Govind Karjol
as chairman of the task force panel
which will monitor the infection
spread and containment measures
over the next three months. The go-
vernment has set aside €11.32 crore
for buying rapid antlgen kits and
w22 50 crore for buying of medicines
over thenext three months.

The government, he said, has recel-
ved complaints that some private ho-
spitals are overcharging for Remde-
sivir and the government will take
action againstsuch hospitals, Sudha-
karsaid.

Theminister held Covid review me-
eting with officlals of 10 districts in-
cluding Bengaluru urban. He sald
that keeping in view the possible se-
cond wave, the government will rest-
rict pubfic gatherings for events like
new year celebrations. The govern-
ment will enforce restrictions on
public gatherings from December 20
o January second week, he said.

. L
BEMP health Workers
Bengaluruon Fﬂﬂi‘l’. =Tol
TASK FORCE PANEL
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CM Yediyurappa has appointed his deputy
Govind Karjol as chairman of the task force

panel which will monitor theinfection spread and
containment measures over the next three months

1,210 NEW CASES

Karnataka added 1,210 new cases to
its Covid-19 count and 16 deaths on
Friday, taking the total number of
Infections to 899,011 and the death
toll to 11,928, The state has continu-
ed tosee a decline In cases for near-
ly threemonths now.

Theday alsosaw 1,807 patients get-
ting discharged. Bengaluru Urban
reported 659 fresh cases and six de-
aths that took the city’s total caselo-
ad t0377,251. The capital also recor-
ded 1,248 recoveries. According to
the health department bulletin, 248
Covid patients are in ICUL
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Govt Revises
Covid Test Cost

Bengalurn: The Karna-

per test, Inclusive of the
costof PPEEKIL It was cost-

I L, 200 (11 no
The additional charge for
oollecting
sampies
GOVl nas from
home



